Preface

From the beginning of my psychoanalytic work, my investigations
have been centred on the problems of feminine psychology. Earlier
results of these studies were published in a book entitled Psycho-
analysis of the Sexual Functions of Women.1 The purpose of this book was
to present a systematic picture of female instinctual development and
its relation to the reproductive function. I was fully aware that the
empiric data of this publication were insufficient and intended to
supply further material in a subsequent publication. Since then
I have continued to make observations and to gather material and
have from time to time presented the results of these observations in
various publications. I feel that it is now necessary to restate my
previous views in the light of this long experience, to reassert those
which have stood the test of later investigations, and to correct or
discard those which have proved inadequate.

Many ideas expressed in my previous book have been taken up by
other authors and supplemented and enriched by new observations.
The work which I am now presenting will supplement the previous
one not only with my own experiences, but also with contributions
made by other writers, above all by Freud in his later publications
concerning the psychology of women.

Several of the problems of femininity discussed here have given
rise to lively debate. These differences of opinion were often based
on misunderstanding and vagueness of definition, as for example in
relation to the psychologic concepts of "active-masculine" and
"passive-feminine." These concepts were directly applied to the
energy of the sexual instincts and this led to a confusion of psychologic
and biologic phenomena. The criticism and insistence that these
spheres should not be confused is fully justified.

On the other hand, there is an increasingly strong tendency to
explain the differentiated psychologic behaviour of the sexes on the
basis of educational and cultural factors and to reduce the part
played by biologic and anatomic factors to a minimum. Psycho-
analysis has never denied that the social milieu is of the utmost
importance, that it both creates problems and determines how they
are to be solved. The final chapter of the present book deals with
this question and discusses the psychoanalytic conception of feminine
psychology in the light of social conditions.                      ...

1 DEUTSCH, H.: Psychoanalyse der weibliche'n Sexualfunktionen.    Vienna; Internal,
Psycboanal. Verlag, 1925.
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